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language or religion may be found in different nations. In many
cases each of several nations struggling for the possession of a
territory founded its claim on different criteria of nationality, one,
for example, on language, others on civilization or historical
rights or security, and so on. Sometimes the spokesmen of a
nation also put forward criteria incompatible with one another,
for example, in one case stressing the argument of historical rights,
and in another case rejecting it, namely, when it would have
favoured the claim of a rival nation.

In opposition to those objective criteria the subjective fact of
the wish of the people concerned is often declared to be decisive
and a plebiscite is considered the best way of ascertaining
that wish. But the result of a plebiscite largely depends on
the fact how the territory in which it takes place has been de-
marcated.

International law recognizes nations alone as subjects possess-
ing certain rights and, in particular, the right of national self-
determination is exclusively open to nations. Primitive tribes or
sections of a nation have no claim to it. Not every people is
eligible for membership in the League of Nations, but only those
recognized as nations, and this recognition depends on the assent
of a qualified majority of the assembly* These examples show
that the question of how to define a nation forms also a problem
of international status*

A satisfactory idea of a nation must obviously take account of
its various aspects. The fundamental issue is that of national
consciousness. Without a sufficient measure of this consciousness
there is no nation, but whether a specific people possesses this
measure is often very difficult to decide. Further aspects are
those of internal structure, external demarcation, and inter-
national status. These aspects, moreover, are to some extent
interdependent. The four fundamental national aspirations cor-
respond to the four theories of national structure, and these have
their counterparts in the field of external demarcation and inter-
national relations.

3. THE ASPECTS OF NATIONALITY AND THE METHODS
OF ITS STUDY
The study of nationality must begin with agreement about
a clear terminology. If we cannot always use a separate word
for a specific idea it must at least be clear from the context in
which sense the word is used. The phenomena which we are